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January 15, 2020

Mrs. Susanne J. Davis

Chief of Planning Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Chicago District

231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Attn: John Belcik, Project Manager, Environmental Formulation Section
Dear Mrs. Davis:

This responds to your December 20, 2019 letter requesting our comments on the proposed
Section 219 infrastructure improvement project to address aging sewers related to CSO #0005,
generally within the vicinity of South Main Street and South Court Street, north of West
Franciscan Drive and south of South Street.

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969, the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's Mitigation Policy.

The proposed project consists of the installation of a backflow prevention structure and
relocation of a CSO flow meter along South Main Street near South Street. Four existing
roadway drainage inlets will be disconnected from the combined sewer system along South Main
Street between the relocated flow meter and Greenwood Avenue and will be connected to a
storm sewer. Approximately 3,600 linear feet of new storm sewer of various sizes will separate
storm water from the sanitary sewer within the project area south of Greenwood Avenue.

The project may also include the rehabilitation of the existing combined sewer system within the
project area through the lining of approximately 12,300 linear feet of various-sized pipes.



The proposed project would be constructed entirely within the urban developed area of Crown
Point and would not adversely impact any wetlands or other important habitats. Therefore, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has no objections to the project as proposed.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

The proposed project is within the range of the Federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis
sodalis), piping plover (Charadrius melodus), Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa samuelis),
and rusty patched bumble bee (Bombus affinus), and the threatened northern long-eared bat
(Myotis septentrionalis), rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa), Pitcher’s thistle (Cirsium pitcheri),
and Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii). There is no habitat for any of these species within the
proposed project area. Therefore, we agree that the proposed project is not likely to adversely
affect these endangered and threatened species.

This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. If, however, new information on endangered species
at the site becomes available or if project plans are changed significantly, please contact our office
for further consultation.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this proposed project. For further discussion, please
contact Elizabeth McCloskey at (219) 983-9753 or elizabeth_mccloskey@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Is| Etizabeth S. WePlsskiey

for Scott E. Pruitt
Supervisor

Sent via email January 15, 2020; no hard copy to follow.
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1/08/2020

John Belcik

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

231 South La Salle Street, Suite 1500
Chicago, IL 60604

Phone: 312-846-5595

Email: John.t.belcik@usace.army.mil

Stormwater Management Improvement Project - Crown Point, Indiana
Dear Responsible Party:

Migwetth for contacting me regarding these projects. As THPO, I am responsible for
handling Section 106 Consultations on behalf of the tribe. [ am writing to inform
you that after reviewing the details for the project referenced above, [ have made
the determination that there will be No Historic Properties in Area of Potential
Effects (APE) significant to the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. However, if
any archaeological resources are uncovered during this undertaking, please stop
work and contact me immediately. Should you have any other questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact me at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Matthew ].N. Bussler

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians
Office: (269) 462-4316

Cell: (269) 519-0838
Matthew.Bussler@Pokagonband-nsn.gov

A proud, compassionate people committed to strengthening our sovereign nation.

A progressive community focused on culture and the most innovative opportunities for all of our citizens.
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